THE OPPORTUNITY - FULFILLED
Dr Alex K H Ooi, 2 February 2013

[ thank Prof Yetian for recording my journey leading up to the successful and
hospitable 18-20 January, 2013 Symposium in Harbin.

First visit:

My first contact with the legacy of Dr Wu Lien-teh (DrWLT) was in August 2008
when [ visited Harbin for the museum opening, led by Dato Ng Kong Yeam, along
with Mrs Ng (Swee Pin), Lim Ho Hup, Larry Lai, Chia Lin Sien and Kitson Ng. It
was truly an eye-opener, as many who attended this Symposium can attest to.

Though from the Penang Free School myself and aware of a Sports House named
after Dr WLT, that was about all. On this trip, the man came “alive”. I also met
Prof Fu Shiying (who worked with Mrs Betty Tai to materialize the museum),
Marie Wu, Wong Ai Luen and Ong Lay Hong. |See pics Al to A3.
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[ developed the strong desire to promote and spread the lessons gleaned from Dr
WLT’s life, work and principles. I was to spend effort researching, gestating and
gelling the concept.

Second visit:

Then, in January 2011, [ accompanied Ong Lay Hong to the 100t anniversary of
DrWLT’s Mukden (Shenyang) Conference on the Plague in Beijing. The Old Frees
Association of Singapore (OFAS), of which I am President, gave support. I roped
in Loke Gim Tay, an old Penang Chung Ling High School boy.

From Beijing, we proceeded to meet Prof Fu Shiying in Harbin - only to confirm
his unrelenting strong desire to see Dr WLT’s principles of medical service and
public health placed on better footing and its reach more pervading. We checked
out the conference facilities, the hotels and the local sights. See pics B1 to B3.
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| ot to dine a second time at “Old Chef”!

The rough journey:



[ recall the many moments of doubt and the need to doggedly persist.

Timing-wise, January appears best - being Ice Festival time (and when Dr WLT
arrived in Harbin) - though the extreme cold could be daunting for many.

However, holding it in 2012 was not to be, as the stimulus could not be applied in
time. Prof Fu then sent Prof Yetian (and Dr George Liu) to meet with me to lay
the groundwork, in May 2012. They managed to visit Mrs Betty Tai (who was Dr
WLT’s first daughter and born in Harbin) whilst in Singapore.

That was also when Dato Anwar Fazal of Penang Heritage Trust put on Think
City’s Penang Story - with Ong Lay Hong speaking on her 3-part documentary on
Dr WLT (aired on Channel News Asia and also shown in 2008 at the Dr WLT
Museum opening). Loke Gim Tay and I sponsored the visitors to Penang to
attend and to meet the Penang officials. See pics C1 to C4 (including picture of a
talk for the Singapore-China
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That proved to be the pivotal point to turn feasibility into reality. With the
support of Dato Anwar and Ooi Geok Ling, Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng officiated



the Penang Story. Prof Tian issued the invitation to this Symposium (to be
alongside his Cardiology Conference) and I was to undertake the logistical
necessities outside of Harbin and to act as go-between.

The logistics and linkages went smoothly (along with the usual pains getting
registration details and participation fees!) - with language concerns eventually
sorting itself out when more effectively bilingual people came on board.

Moving Forward:
Dato Anwar and Penang’s officials moved fast, to be well prepared. The DrWLT

Society inauguration was held on 14 Oct 2012 - rules were confirmed and the
protem committee formed (registered 2 January 2013).

As our OFAS AGM guest speaker, Dato Anwar came to Singapore on 21 Oct 2012
where he also met up with Mrs Betty Tai, Wong Ai Luen and Ong Lay Hong. See
pics D1 to D3.
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Co\éeqﬁent to the strong interest of Penang officials to forge corresponding links
in Harbin, many were initiated, with Penang Medical College able to conclude an
MOU with Harbin Medical University.

We take cognizance of InvestPenang’s support - with Dato Lee Kah Choon
representing Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng (unable to leave Penang due to
exigencies) and to lead the Penang team, comprising also Penang Institute,
Penang Heritage Trust, Penang Global Tourism and Penang Medical College. The
large number from Island Hospital, led by Dato Dr Chong Keat Foong, two top
officials of Penang Tourist Guides’ Association and the very many others from all
over, lent color, enthusiasm and gaiety to the gravity of the objective.

[ thank Dr WLT and all parties involved for the opportunity - now fulfilled. The
fruition of a sound scientific program, linkages and friendships is now history for

all to judge and to build further upon for collaborations and global public health.

Thank you.
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